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Shane Jacobson, star of
the Australian hit 'Kenny,'
talks to CTV about this
hilarious sleeper's
triumph, its inspirational
message and the power in
poo.

Sultan of sewage: 'Kenny' star sells
power of poo
Updated Mon. Apr. 7 2008 8:53 AM ET

Constance Droganes, entertainment writer

The way Hollywood sees it cute people count
on the big screen. Way Down Under,
however, it's a portly waste management
specialist with a heart of gold who has movie
buffs buzzing.

"He's not exactly Brad Pitt," says Shane
Jacobson, star of the Australian smash hit
"Kenny." "But that's okay. Nobody is that
perfect or that famous. That's why we made
this movie - to celebrate the 98 per cent of
the people out there who have a normal life."

Directed by brother Clayton Jacobson, audiences may first see hero Kenny
Smythe and his plumbing comrades as just port-a-loo delivery men and
nothing more.

"We're quick to judge people in a profession like this," says Jacobson, who
got the idea for this movie after meeting the real-life plumbers at
Splashdown, the toilet company in "Kenny."

"My brother and I got a real giggle out of hearing their stories," says
Jacobson. "These guys had a very similar sense of humour about things.
They used it as a suit of armour to shake off the putdowns." As Jacobson
says, "We took their point of view on life and made a low-budget movie
filled with a lot of toilet bowl humour."

Everyday hero

From major festivals to small church socials, Kenny handles every sewage
challenge with Patton-like skill. As this knight in overalls says, "I don't
know what all the fuss is about. It's 80 per cent water...and we've got
chemicals to take care of the remaining 20."

"Kenny is completely dedicated to his job and to doing right by it," says
Jacobson. "You can never hate a guy who treats job, or life, like that."

Eventually this diamond in the rough makes a pilgrimage to the
International Pumper and Cleaner Expo in Nashville, Tenn., or as Kenny
calls it, "Poo HQ." That illuminating journey leaves audiences howling and
quickly transforms this pooh-poohed tradesman into the emperor of
excrement.

"A movie like this makes you think about how society operates," says
Jacobson. "When things are running normally, the pecking order runs one
way. Accountants, lawyers and suits are up top. Single moms, tradesmen
and the people who are working hard and slugging it out are at the
bottom. But when disaster strikes, things change," says Jacobson.

"If a tsunami should strike, sanitation and fresh water become the most
important things to straighten out. Suddenly that pecking order flips and
the people at the bottom are now on top." As Jacobson says, "It's an irony
of life."

A North American sleeper?

Grossing $7 million in Australia and winning numerous awards, "Kenny"
debuts in Canadian theatres on April 4. With a spin-off TV series green-
lighted for Australia's Network Ten, will that buzz be enough to make this
endearing comedy North America's big sleeper hit of 2008?

"If that happens that's great. It's flattering enough just to think of this
little movie we made being played half way across the world," says
Jacobson.

"We never intended on making a big moral statement with this movie,"
says Jacobson. "But I hope people will see it and realize that they
probably drive past 100 heroes every day without even knowing it."
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